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2012 Drinking Water

Quality Report &7

This report provides a summary of the important information about your drinking water and the efforts made by City of College Station Water Services
to provide safe drinking water. Water quality test results shown are required by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). Annual drinking
water quality reports such as this one are required of every public water system by the 1996 Safe Drinking Water Act to provide information to water
customers. Your College Station drinking water system is rated “Superior” by the TCEQ and meets all state and federal government standards.

Special Notice for the ELDERLY, INFANTS and IMMUNO-COMPROMISED PERSONS:
You may be more vulnerable to certain microbial contaminants, such as Cryptosporidium, in drinking water. Infants, some elderly, orimmuno-compromised
persons such as those undergoing chemotherapy for cancer; those who have undergone organ transplants; those who are undergoing treatment with
steroids; and people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders can be particularly at risk from infections. You should seek advice about drinking
water from your physician or health care provider. Additional guidelines on appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium are
available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791).

Bottled water vs. tap water

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) prescribes regulations which limit the amount of certain
contaminants in water provided by public health systems. FDA regulations establish limits for contaminants in bottled water which must provide the same
protection for public health. When drinking water meets federal standards, as College Station’s water does, there may not be any health based benefits to
purchasing bottled water or point-of-use devices.

But what about contaminants?

Drinking water, including bottled water, may reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of
contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. Contaminants may be found in drinking water that may cause taste, color,
or odor problems. These types of problems are not necessarily causes for health concerns. For more information on taste, odor, or color of drinking
water, please contact City of College Station Water Services at 979-764-3660. More information about contaminants and potential health effects can
be obtained by calling the EPA’s Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791).

Where do we get our drinking water?
Sources of drinking water include rivers, lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs and wells. As water travels over land or through the ground, it
dissolves naturally-occurring minerals (and radioactive materials, in some cases) and can pick up substances resulting from the presence of animal or
human activity. Contaminants that may be present in source water before treatment include microbes, inorganic contaminants, pesticides, herbicides,
radioactive contaminants, and organic chemical contaminants. College Station relies entirely on groundwater for its drinking water supply, pumping
water from eight wells in the Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer and one well in the Sparta Aquifer. The TCEQ has completed an assessment of your source water
and results indicate that some of your sources are susceptible to certain contaminants. The sampling requirements for your water system are based on
this susceptibility and previous sample data. Any detection of these contaminants may be found in this Drinking Water Quality (Consumer Confidence)
Report. For more information on source water assessments and protection efforts at our system,
contact Jennifer Nations at 979-764-6223.

i i o For more information regarding this report,
ADDITIONAL PURCHASED WATER SOURCES: The City of College Station maintains water system contact Jennifer Douglass Nations at

interconnects with the City of Bryan and Texas A&M University (TAMU) to provide or obtain water jnations@cstx.gov or call 979-764-6223.

on an emergency basis. On March 19, 2012, TAMU supplied 2.07 million gallons of water and e (R e e
the City of Bryan supplied 0.972 million gallons of water. On April 24-25, 2012, the City of Bryan el agua para tomar. Para asistencia en espariol, favor de llamar al
supplied a total of 5.887 million gallons of water. On both occasions, the water was provided to A RS

supplement College Station’s water system while the Dowling Road Pump Station was out of service
during the installation of new high-service pumps. To learn more about TAMU drinking water,
please call 979-845-4541. To learn more about Bryan drinking water, please call 979-209-5900.

To learn more about your water,
visit cstx.gov/water.


http://cstx.gov/water
mailto:jnations%40cstx.gov?subject=Drinking%20Water%20Quality%20Report

_/ 2012 WATER QUALITY TEST RESULTS
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Secondary and Other Non-Regulated Contaminants *

YEARSAMPLED  SUBSTANCE DETECTED LEVELS ~ UNITS LIMIT
2011 Alkalinity (Bicarbonate) 432 mg/L No recommendation
2011 Alkalinity (Total) 369 mg/L No recommendation
2011 Carbonate 9 mg/L No recommendation
2011 Phenolphthalein Alkalinity (as CaC0s) 8 mg/L No recommendation
2011 Calcium 2.82 mg/L No recommendation
2011 Chloride 52 mg/L 300
2011 Copper 0.0063 N/A 1
2011 Fluoride 0.44 mg/L 2
2011 Manganese 0.0066 mg/L 0.05
2011 pH 85 mg/L >7.0
2011 Sodium 193 mg/L No recommendation
2011 Diluted Conductance 897 umhos/cm No recommendation
2011 Sulfate 9 mg/L 300
2011 Total Hardness (as CaCOs) 7.04 mg/L No recommendation
2011 Total Dissolved Solids 513 mg/L 1,000

The above tables contain scientific terms and
measures, some of which may require explanation.

Action Level Goals (ALG): The level of a
contaminant in drinking water below which there is
no known or expected risk to health. ALGs allow for
amargin of safety.

Action Level: The concentration of a contaminant
which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other
requirements which a water system must follow.
Average or Avg: Regulatory compliance with

some MCLs is based on running annual average of
monthly samples.

Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL): The

highest permissible level of a contaminant in
drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the
MCLGs as feasible using the best available
treatment technology.
Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG): The
level of a contaminant in drinking water below
which there is no known or expected health risk.
MCLGs allow for a margin of safety.
Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL):
The highest level of a disinfectant allowed in
drinking water. There is convincing evidence that
addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control
of microbial contaminants.

Residual Disinf Level Goal (MRDLG):
The level of a drinking water disinfectant

below which there is no known or expected
risk to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the
benefits of the use of disinfectants to control
microbial contaminants.

ABBREVIATIONS

N/A = not applicable

ppm = Parts per million, or milligrams per liter
(mg/L). Equivalent to one ounce in 7,350 gallons
of water.

ppb = Parts per billion, or micrograms per liter
(1g/L). Equivalent to one ounce in 7,350,000
gallons of water.

1 Total coliform bacteria are not disease-causing organisms
themselves, but they are often found in association with other
microbes that are capable of causing disease. They are used as
indicators of microbial contamination of drinking water because
their absence from water is a good indication that the water is
microbiologically safe for human consumption. In 2012, a total
of 1,233 samples, at least 101 per month, were collected by
Environmental Services personnel and analyzed by the Brazos
County Health Department. Out of these 1,233 samples, a total
of five tested positive for Total Coliform Bacteria. Following
each positive Total Coliform sample, the sample site as well as
one sample site upstream and downstream was re-sampled
accordingto established sampling procedures. Inaddition, Fecal
Coliform Bacteriawas notdetectedinany of these monthly tests.
There were no violations of the Total Coliform Rule.

2 |f present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious health
problems, especially for pregnant women and young children.
Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and compo-
nents associated with service lines and home plumbing. This
water supply is responsible for providing high quality drinking
water, but cannot control the variety of materials usedin plumb-
ing components. When your water has been sitting for several
hours, you can minimize the potential for lead exposure by
flushing your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water
for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead in your
water, you may wish to have your water tested. Information on
lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can take
to minimize exposure is available from the Safe Drinking Water
Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

3 College Station’s water system does not exceed the Action Level
for Lead or Copper. 90% of College Station tap water samples
measured at or below 2.16 parts per billion (ppb) for lead and
0.121 parts per million (ppm) for copper. The Environmental
Protection Agency considers the 90th percentile the same as
an “average” value for other contaminants. College Station
did not violate the MCL for Lead or Copper in drinking water.

4 Many constituents which are often found in drinking water
can cause taste, color, and odor problems. The taste and odor
constituentsare called secondary constituentsand are regulated
by the State of Texas, not the EPA. These constituents are not
causes for health concern but they may greatly affect the
appearance and taste of your water.

Public Participation Opportunities
City Council Meetings | College Station City Hall
2nd & 4th Thursday, 7 p.m. | call 979-764-3510

To learn about future public meetings concerning
your drinking water, or to request to schedule
one, please call the City Secretary’s Office at the
number above or College Station Water Services
at 979-764-3660.

UTILITY CUSTOMER SERVICE

Bill pay, connect/disconnect utilities

979-764-3535 or epay.cstx.gov
UTILITY HOTLINE

Line breaks, sewer backups, power outages

855-528-4278 [24 hours]



http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead
http://epay.cstx.gov

